Comparative anthelmintic efficacy of two schedules of mebendazole treatment in dogs.
Two schedules of anthelmintic oral treatment, using mebendazole powder, were compared in 73 dogs naturally infected with common helminth intestinal parasites. Mebendazole powder was administered to 26 dogs at doses of 22 mg/kg once daily for 3 days and was compared with the same dose given only daily for 5 days into 23 dogs. The 24 other dogs were kept as controls and received a placebo treatment for 5 days. Efficacy results for the 3-day treatment schedule of mebendazole were as follows: Toxocara canis, 100%; Uncinaria stenocephala, 100%; Ancylostoma caninum, 99.4%; Trichuris vulpis, 100%; and Taenia pisiformis, 93.9%. Mebendazole powder given on the 5-day treatment schedule was 100% efficacious against the foregoing parasites. Anthelmintic efficacy against Dipylidium caninum was not detected in either schedule of treatment.